IN   THE   DISTANT   PAST

" Words," says Sir
Thomas Jackson, in
his book, " Architec-
ture," " can hardly ex-
press .what this eman-
cipation of the arch
means to architecture.
It was the greatest
revolution in the his-
tory of the Art. . . .
Pillars and piers might
be spaced widely apart
without danger, the
interval being safely
spanned by an arch.. . .
On this revolution by
the Etruscans the whole
system of subsequent
architecture in Europe
depended."

If you want proof of
this, go into any great
church or cathedral
and you will see at
once that the whole
scheme of the building
depends on its arches
or upon the dome,
which is, of course,
merely a modification
of the arch.

The Dark Ages.

The   world   became
Christian     with     the
Edict  of  Milan,   pub-
lished A.D. 313, but the
first    churches    built
were   simple   enough.
The walls were of plain
brick,   and   the   only
costly part of such a church was the
colonnade between the nave and the
aisles, with pillars made of marble very
often   pillaged   from   some   heathen
temple.   During, the Dark Ages which
followed the collapse of the Roman
Empire, all the arts fell to a very low
ebb.   Civilisation seemed to go back-
wards, for the world was full of wars,
and there was little peace or security
anywhere.
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ROME'S ARCH  OF TITUS
This massive structure, which stands in Rome, is known as the
Arch of Titus. Titus was the Roman emperor who waged war
against the Jews, and this arch was erected to commemorate
the taking of Jerusalem in the year A.D. 70. The Romans
built arches of this kind for the glorification of their national
heroes, and it was they who introduced this heavy type of
monument into Western Europe.
Literature, painting and music almost
vanished, but architecture still re-
mained. Byzantium, which succeeded
Rome as capital of the Roman Empire,
suffered less from war and pillage than
the western parts of Europe, and there
the Byzantine style of architecture
came into being. The principal feature
of Byzantine architecture is the dome.
The City of Venice was the one part
of Italy which remained faithful to the